
Hail to the Chief
4:00 p.m. Refreshment Break

4:30 p.m.

Theodore Roosevelt ’s Three Washingtons
Theodore Roosevelt was a lifelong

admirer of George Washington (and an

equally passionate debunker of Thomas

Jefferson). As assistant secretary of 

the navy in 1899, he famously quoted

Washington in a speech that became the

core of his subsequent defense policy as

President. He also cited Washington in

declining a third term at the height of his

powers in 1908.  Roosevelt's "second"

Washington was Booker T. Washington, the

most eminent black man of the Roosevelt

Era.  In 1902, TR entertained Dr.

Washington as his social equal in the

White House, and created a firestorm of

outrage in the white segregationist

South.  His "third" Washington was the

nation's capital, where he lived for more

than twenty years, and which he left

significantly enhanced in beauty and world prestige. 

Edmund Morris is a writer best known for his biographies of United States presidents.

His first book, The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt won the Pulitzer Prize and American

Book Award in 1980.  His book Theodore Rex (2001), was the second in a projected three-

volume chronicle of the life of the 26th president.

5:30 p.m.

Reception and Booksigning
In the Vaughan Reception Hall.  authors will be available to autograph books

purchased at The Shops at Mount Vernon.

6:30 p.m.

The Presidential Palate
In honor of presidents past and present, Chef Rick Thompson has consulted

White House menus to create a dinner to satisfy even the most demanding

commander in chief. 

8:00 P.M.

Music from the White House
Using excerpts from the White House Historical Association’s outstanding

film, In Tune with History, pianist Burnett Thompson will take guests on an

historic and entertaining journey through presidential history — from a

musical perspective.  With selections ranging from classical to jazz, including

a duet with Ma Xiaohui, visiting from Shanghai, participants will experience 

the White House as a building alive with music, and in tune with history.

Burnett Thompson is a well-known pianist, composer, and educator whose work in the

D.C. area spans more than 25 years. Educated at the Hochschule fuer Musik in Vienna,

Austria, and the New England Conservatory of Music, he has performed with the

Washington Chamber Symphony, the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra, and the

National Chamber Orchestra. Ma Xiaohui is a renowned Chinese ehru soloist.

Saturday, November 3

8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

9:00 am

The Second Washington:
Andrew Jackson and American Democracy 

Andrew Jackson was the towering figure of

American public life during the first half of

the nineteenth century. Following his victory at

the Battle of New Orleans in 1815, Jackson was

widely hailed as the second George Washington.

The first Washington had won independence for

the United States at Yorktown; the second

Washington – Jackson – confirmed it at New

Orleans. Jackson held additional appeal as the

embodiment of emerging American democracy:

the first common man to be elected president,

the first westerner, the first winner in an

election in which the people, rather than the

state legislatures, chose most of the electors.

Jackson governed as he was elected, making the

presidency peculiarly the office of the

people–for better and worse. 

H. W. Brands, Ph.D. is the Dickson Allen Anderson Centennial Professor of History 

at the University of Texas in Austin.  His books include The Age of Gold, The First

American, and What America Owes the World.  His book Andrew Jackson: His Life 

and Times was a Chicago Tribune Best Book of 2005 and a Washington Post 

bestseller.

2:00 p.m.   Pre-Symposium Lecture

George Washington and the Election of 1800
The election of 1800 famously pitted John Adams against Thomas Jefferson,

with a supporting cast that included Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and

others. Less famously, that cast also included George Washington, whose

shadow hung over the campaign prior to his unexpected death in December,

1799.  Leading High Federalists had pressed Washington to accept a draft 

for the presidency in place of Adams, who they did not believe could win 

re-election.  This lecture discusses Washington's role in this tumultuous

election that forever transformed American politics and government.

Edward J. Larson holds the Hugh and Hazel Darling Chair in Law, is University

Professor of History at Pepperdine University and recipient of the 1998 Pulitzer Prize

in History.  The author of numerous works on science, medicine and law from an

historical perspective, his book on the Election of 1800, A Magnificent Catastrophe, was

published this fall by Free Press.

A Presidential Hall of Fame

As America prepares for what promises to be one of the most

contentious and expensive presidential campaigns in history, this

year’s George Washington Symposium will focus on the first and

best president and those who have done a superior job of

following in his footsteps.

Michael Beschloss, one of America’s most highly regarded

presidential scholars, will begin the symposium by discussing his

new book, Presidential Courage: Brave Leaders and How They

Changed America, and reviewing Washington’s superior example

of leadership as the nation’s first chief executive.  Five

celebrated authors and scholars will then examine the

personalities and character of standout presidents throughout

the next two centuries.

What do these six remarkable leaders have in common?  A

panel of presidential experts will attempt to shed light on the

traits that transformed the good into the great.  America has

been fortunate to find and nurture leaders who rise to the

occasion and who also provide inspiring leadership to our nation

and the world.  How can we best recognize those who have the

talents and determination to provide similar leadership in the

future?

Friday, November 2

12 noon - 2:00 p.m. 

Registration and Optional Tours 
of the New Facilities 
Those who have not yet experienced the new Donald W. Reynolds

Museum and Education Center are invited to arrive early and

participate in a self-guided tour of the galleries and theaters.  Guests

will receive their nametags and enter the new facilities through the

Vaughan Reception Hall in the Mount Vernon Inn Complex.

3:00 p.m.    Keynote Presentation 

How George Washington
Invented Presidential Courage
Based on his new book,

Presidential Courage: Brave

Leaders and How They Changed

America, esteemed presidential

historian Michael Beschloss will

discuss how George Washington

established the tradition by which

Americans expect great Presidents

to risk their popularity, their

reelection or sometimes even their

lives to advance the national

interest.

Michael Beschloss is an award-winning

historian and the author of eight

distinguished books on the American

Presidency. Named by Newsweek as “the

nation’s leading Presidential

historian,” his works include the

acclaimed New York Times best-seller,

The Conquerors: Roosevelt, Truman and

the Destruction of Hitler’s Germany,

1941-1945.
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10:00 a.m.

The Psychological Roots of Lincoln's
Successful Leadership
Douglas Southall Freeman wrote that during

the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln managed “in

some mysterious manner” to infuse his

“unconquerable spirit” into the people of the

North. That ability, along with his uncanny

knack for persuading all the highly disparate

factions of his party to cooperate, was the key

to Lincoln’s success as president. It was

rooted in his exceptional psychological

maturity and wholeness, which he achieved

only after an excruciating but fruitful mid-

life crisis.

Michael A. Burlingame, Ph.D. is Sadowski Professor of History Emeritus at Connecticut

College.  He has devoted his scholarly energies to investigating the life and times of

Abraham Lincoln and is the author of six books on the 16th president.  His four-volume

biography of Lincoln is due out next year from the Johns Hopkins University Press.

11:00 a.m. Refreshment Break

11:15 a.m.

The Defining Moment : 
Why Presidential Leadership Counts

When Franklin D. Roosevelt came to the office

of the Presidency during the depths of the

Great Depression in 1933, the United States was

on its knees. Many Americans were unsure if

capitalism and democracy were at an end.

Through his astonishing leadership, FDR

restored the hope and faith of the American

people. While Roosevelt was the only president

who defied George Washington's tradition of

serving no more than two terms, he resembled

Washington in rallying the country to continue

on a democratic path. For all of their short -

comings, both Washington and Roosevelt were

the perfect match of man and moment.

Jonathan Alter is the author of a widely-acclaimed Newsweek column that examines

politics, media and social and global issues.  He frequently interviews American

presidents and world leaders, regularly breaks news, and has authored more than 50

Newsweek cover stories.  His new book, The Defining Moment: FDR’s Hundred Days and

the Triumph of Hope, was published earlier this year.

12:15 p.m. Lunch at the Mount Vernon Inn

1:30 p.m.

President Reagan: 
The Triumph of Imagination 

The 40th President was an accomplished

politician, a bold and even reckless leader, a

gambler, a man who imagined an American past

and an American future -- and made them all

real.  Ronald Reagan was a man of ideas who

fulfilled a short list of grand goals which

included the destruction of world communism,

the downsizing of taxes and government, and a

revival of American patriotism.  Known as “the

Great Communicator,” he changed the world, 

for better or worse, and was a man who

understood that words are so often more

important than deeds.

Richard Reeves, Senior Lecturer at the Annenberg

School for Communication at the University of

Southern California, is an author and syndicated columnist whose writings have

appeared in more than 100 newspapers since 1979.  He is the author of President

Kennedy: Profile of Power, President Nixon: Alone in the White House, and President

Reagan: The Triumph of Imagination.

2:30 p.m, Refreshment Break

2:45 p.m.

Roundtable Discussion
As a conclusion, four Symposium presenters —Jonathan Alter, H. W. Brands, 

Michael Burlingame, and Richard Reeves — will regroup for a final roundtable

discussion. They will be joined by award-winning producer, reporter and news

anchor Kathleen Matthews, who now serves as Executive Vice President of

Global Communi ca tions and Public Affairs at Marriott International, as

moderator. The group will discuss qualities that have made a handful of 

chief executives stand out from the others.

4:00 p.m. Symposium Adjourns
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